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  Newark / Essex County Joint
Workforce Development Board/ One Stop Partners 
Nanina’s in the Park
Belleville, NJ

Minutes from Meeting: December 12, 2019
Attendees:  Lauren Agnew, Mary Alexander, Michael Andreas*, Eva Anochi, Marsha Armstrong, Hugh Bailey, Justin Balik, Amina Bey, Glen Best, Roshan Bhattarai,  Nela Blanco, Sandra Bleckman, Sybil Bost, Monique Brooks, Robert Earl Brown, Melody Bundy, Towanna Campbell,  Jean Carter, Allyson Carvajal, Rosa Charlie, Ida Chimbay, Art Cifelli*, LaToya Cill, Robert Clark, Kevin Silvestrini Cordero, Evanthia Corrado, Keith Dacosta, Kwa Dasent, Robert Diehl*, Joseph DiVincenzo, Melissa Dorlean, Shanell Dunns, Tom Eastwick*, J. Edmond, Joseph Epps Jr., Lisa Fiore, Keisha Flemming, Glen Frieson, Hector Fuentes,* Glen Gardner, Maria Gatewood, Karen Gaylord, Ethel Gilbert, Mignon Glen, Aisha Glover, Arneida Greene, Betty Grier, Danny Denise Gonzalez, Michele Gonzalez, Robin Guarino, Diane Hill, Tatawwu Holiday, Vann Holland*, Sakinah Hoyte, Barbara Johnson, Jacquelyn Johnson, Rolanda Johnson, Kirk Lew, Nereida Lombardi, Tammi Marshall, Raphael Mata,  Donna Mcknight, Elizabeth McLilly*, Wendy Melendez*, Angela Hooper- Menifield, Orlando Mingo, Betty Mirda, Rahaman Muhammad, Morris Murray, Mohmmed Sheriff, Anthony Munroe, Divine Nangoh, Jodi Odeneye, Sam Okparaeke, Joy Olagbegi*, Shakira Plumb, Rebekah Novemsky, Juanita Roman, Pam Ross, Dennis Salmanowitz,  Janine Schaeffer, Marc Schweitzer, Rebecca Shulman, Anthony Smith, Meron Soloman,  Lynn Sternstein, Bhavna Tailor, Shelton Thurman, Willie Tolbert*, Margaret Tyson*, Chike Uzoka*, Jessica Valle,  Josette VanDyke, Elvy Vieira, Howard Weiss, Sonja Williams, Tanya Wright, 

*Essex WDB members

Welcome and Introduction

Sam Oparaeke welcomed everyone and thanked all the WDB members on the great job they have done. 

He introduced Essex County WDB Chair, Art Cifelli.
Art Cifelli wished everyone a happy holiday season and introduced Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr. Essex County Executive.

Joseph N. DiVincenzo thanked Art Cifelli for being the Chairman for last twelve (12) years. He stated that this has been a successful partnership with the City of Newark and Ras Baraka. He also welcomed Sakinah Hoyte, the new Executive Director of the Newark WDB.  He stated that we are all here to help people get jobs and we are all servicing the same population. Even though the economy is doing very well there are still people in need of help. He stated that he makes it a point to come here to say thank you for everyone’s hard work. 
Sam stated that Sakinah Hoyte is the new Executive Director of the Newark WDB and that he looks forward to continuing the collaboration with the City of Newark.

Sakinah Hoyte, welcomed everyone and stated that she is excited about the future and thanked all the WDB members for their hard work. She introduced the Newark Deputy Mayor, Rahaman Muhammad. 

Rahaman Muhammad welcomed everyone and wished everyone a wonderful holiday and stated Mayor Ras Baraka sends greetings. He thanked the Essex County staff for the continued partnership with the City of Newark. He acknowledged Amina Bey, former Executive Director of the Newark WDB now the Executive Director of Newark Emergency Services for Families. He also welcomed the new Executive Director of the Newark WDB, Sakinah Hoyte. She called Amina Bey up to the stage. 

Amina thanked everyone for their support over the years and thanked WDB members both current and former. She also acknowledged that the Newark WDB is in capable hands.
Vesta Godwin Clark, Vice Chair of the Newark WDB was introduced and thanked everyone for their commitment and wished everyone a happy holiday. 

Newark approved the September Newark WDB minutes.
Newark approved Rolanda Johnson for the position of Treasurer.     

Art Cifelli was reintroduced and again and stated that the committee work throughout the year is where the important work happens and thanked everyone involved in the committees for their hard work throughout the year. 
Essex County WDB approved the September minutes.

Essex County One-Stop Committee approved the November minutes. 

Joint Committee Reports:

Literacy Committee (Lynn Sternstein & Tanya Wright)
Tanya Wright thanked the committee members and stated that the Literacy Committee has devoted much time and attention to implementing the mandated CASAS (Comprehensive Adult Assessment System) test for adult basic education. It was a replacement for the TABE test that determines whether a person can get into certain training classes. This new test presented many challenges to the committee members and there needed to be coordination to make sure all test centers were administering test in the same way. On September 24th the Literacy Committee in cooperation with Essex County and Newark One-Stop Career Centers hosted a Meet & Greet. At the session staff members where provided information on various literacy programs offered as well as information regarding the testing centers. Tanya welcomed anyone who might be interested in joining the committee and stated that the next meeting will be held on January 13th at 10AM at Essex County College.   

Business and Economic Development Committee (Bhavna Tailor & Willie Tolbert)
Willie Tolbert wished everyone happy holidays and stated that the committee worked hard for most of the year on a business expo to introduce small business to the offerings of the Office of Small Business as well as other programs available.  This event has been postponed due to the change in personnel at the Newark WDB but we anticipate holding the event early in 2020. Bhavna Tailor then stated that she is pleased to work with such a fantastic group of people that have developed some great ideas. Some of the work the committee has done has been engaging the local Chambers of Commerce. There were two (2) sub-committees established, one to deal with marketing and the other to deal with sponsorship.  
Disability Committee (Rebecca Shulman & Elizabeth Davis) 
Rebecca Shulman thanked all the committee members for their dedication and hard work. This committee had their annual Employer Recognition Event this past October and it was very successful. Three (3) local employers were honored (Aramark, Stop and Shop and St. Pauls Centenary United Methodist Daycare) and for their commitment to hiring people with disabilities. This committee has also been working closely with George Washington University as part of their Targeted Communities Initiative and were provided a  Financial Empowerment Training for people with disabilities, for the committee members as well as select One-Stop staff. Going forward for 2020 the committee is planning a “Community Academy” coordinated by GWU for One-Stop partner agencies. 
Youth Investment Council (Apryl Caldwell & Jasmyne Beckford)

Chike Uzoka, business member of the YIC, thanked the staff for all the hard work that they do. He stated that this committee is dedicated to the young people of Essex County and has been focused on recruiting new members and member engagement this past year. 
Welfare to Work Committee (David Weiner)
Ethel Gilbert, committee member, thanked everyone in the committee for their participation. She stated that the duties of the Welfare to Work Committee are to oversee the planning recommendations for the hard to serve welfare population. The committee makes recommendations regarding process and planning. One of the successes of the Committee was an MOU with the city of Newark regarding supportive services for the clients (SNAP, WFNJ and GA). She also stated that there has been a substantial reduction in the welfare roles over the past several years as clients have been getting decent paying jobs. 
One-Stop Committee (Howard Weiss)

Howard Weiss walked everyone through the items in the packet which included the One Stop Status Report, all committee minutes, meeting schedule for next year as well as WDB members for both Essex County and Newark. He also stated that the One Stop Committee has met every month for the past fifteen (15) years. Howard Weiss announced his retirement and that this will be his last holiday meeting.  

Art introduced Assistant Commissioner, Hugh Bailey, who brought greetings from the Commissioner and the State staff. He stated that this kind of joint meeting is indicative of the type of partnerships that’s needed to do the work that is ahead of us. He stated that even though the unemployment rate is at an all type low, there is still work needed to be done, as there are many folks that are not even counted in that number.  
Sam Okparaeke thanked Art Cifelli for all that he has done chairing the Essex County WDB. He also closed the meeting by thanking the all the volunteer board and committee members. Finally, Sam stated that when he came to the county Howard taught him all about WIA. Sam stated that Howard has been his right hand man and has always supported him. Sam thanked him for mentoring him and guiding him and  his loyalty and being his friend for all these years. Finally Sam acknowledged, Kirk Lew, Tom Eastwick and Anthony Munroe.  
Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 

                         

 NEXT MEETING DATE:   One Stop January 10, 2020
                                                                                                 Essex County WDB March 19, 2020

                                                                                                 Newark WDB March 11, 2020
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