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From L to R: Anthony Perna, Emily Bonilla, Essex County Executive Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr., Jennifer Cruz and Lee Hands

 (Not pictured is Victor Rivera)
ESSEX COUNTY EXECUTIVE DIVINCENZO RECOGNIZES EMPLOYEES 
DURING COUNTY’S JUNE TEAMWORK AWARD PROGRAM
Newark, NJ – Essex County Executive Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr. presented the monthly Essex County Teamwork Awards for June to three Essex County employees and a student from the Essex County Vocational Technical School District. Teamwork Awards recognize employees for their hard work, dedication and willingness to provide quality service and highlights student achievement.  The County Executive also recognized ECVTS-Bloomfield Tech TV & Radio Production teacher Emily Bonilla with a plaque after two of her students won a national award for a documentary film they created.

Victor Rivera, a senior in the carpentry program at the Essex County Vocational Technical Schools’ Bloomfield Tech Campus, is number two in his class and is a member of the National Honor Society. A football and wrestling team member at Barringer High School, his sending school, Victor has been selected as Bloomfield Tech’s 2015 Male Scholastic Athlete. As Captain of the wrestling team, he placed in the top 16 in the Heavyweight Class, and was Co-Captain of the football team. The team-building skills he learned through athletics served him well in his position as Senior Student Foreman, where he assisted with the management of the senior student construction team. There is no doubt that after his training at New Jersey Technical Institute, he will have a successful career in the field of Construction Engineering.

Anthony Perna heads up the Media Center at Essex County Bloomfield Tech Campus, as he has done for 40 years, guiding it from the card catalogue era into the world of technology. He is always ready to help a student with research papers, class assignments or just finding the right book to read for pleasure. Mr. Perna has also positioned the center as the place to go for staff seeking new ways to present information. Active in the school community, knowing that the whole is only successful if everyone participates, he was Chairman of the Senior Awards Committee for years, brightening the program with his trademark bowties. Generations of students and staff have been fortunate to benefit by his guidance.
Jennifer Cruz is a Certified Range Instructor at the Essex County Police Academy. She graduated from the Police Academy in 2008, after joining the Corrections Department in 2006. Currently, she works in the Special Housing Unit 2 Delta 3, where the most dangerous and difficult inmates are housed. This unit has many high-profile and notorious inmates, which presents special challenges to the officers working that post. It is a tribute to Officer Cruz’s professionalism, and command of any situation, that she was assigned there. And if that isn’t enough to keep her busy, she is the Assistant Youth Director at her church. Officer Cruz is a dedicated officer who feels, “It’s important that we work as a team, so everyone goes home safely each day.” 
Lee Hands joined Essex County in 1973 and uses his knowledge and years of experience in his position as Superintendent of the Department of Public Works Traffic Crew to assure that the best equipment, technology and methodology is available to all areas of the Department. He researches innovative systems, seeking vehicles or other equipment that can be cross-utilized. For example, Mr. Hands recommended the purchase of a sign shop truck that installs signs more efficiently and safely, and that can be used by other units for other tasks. Also, a new Jet-Vac catch-basin cleaning truck comes with multiple adapters, to serve many different pipe structures. His cool demeanor and patience makes him relatable to his colleagues and, especially, our residents, and his willingness to help others has made him the “go-to guy” for advice about any contemplated change in equipment or system.  
Emily Bonilla, TV & Radio Production Teacher at Essex County Bloomfield Tech, was recognized because two of her students became so adept at film production that they created a prize-winning film. It is a tribute to her teaching skills that in a weeks’ time they completed a documentary that was chosen by the Robert F. Kennedy Justice and Human Rights Center as the most professional and impactful of more than 600 submissions in a nationwide competition.
L TO R: Brenda Rivera, William McDaniels, Jerahmeel Newell, Essex County Executive Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr., and Sgt. Sandra Negron











