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March 25, 2010
ESSEX COUNTY FREEHOLDERS CELEBRATE WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver, Edith Churchman, Marilyn “Penny” Joseph

And Rosemary “Ro” Paynter Honored at March 25th Event
(Newark, NJ) – The Essex County Board of Chosen Freeholders held its Annual Women’s History Month Celebration on Thursday, March 25th, at the Hall of Records.  The sponsors were Freeholder President Blonnie R. Watson of Newark, Freeholder Linda Lordi Cavanaugh of West Orange, Freeholder Carol Y. Clark of East Orange and Freeholder Patricia Sebold of Livingston.  The program was held in the Freeholder Board’s Chambers and was followed by a catered reception.
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The accomplished and highly-respected honorees of this year’s event were: Assembly Speaker Sheila Y. Oliver of East Orange, Edith C. Churchman, Ph.D., of Newark, Marilyn M. “Penny” Joseph of East Orange and Rosemary “Ro” Paynter of Short Hills.

(2)
Dr. Edith Churchman, manager of Newark’s James E. Churchman Funeral Home, is a fourth-generation funeral director carrying on the family business first established by her great-grandfather, Reverend James E. Churchman, in 1899.  She received a diploma in Mortuary Science from the New England Institute in Boston, and holds C.F.S.P. designation from the Academy of Professional Funeral Service Practice.  She is widely respected in the industry as a speaker at conferences in the U. S. and internationally, as the author of numerous articles and as an advocate for family-owned and operated funeral homes.  Dr. Churchman graduated from Heidelberg College, earned her MA degree in Rhetoric, Public Address and Communication from Emerson College, and obtained her Ph.D. degree in Interpersonal and Public Communication from Bowling Green State University.  
                      [image: image2.jpg]




“Edith Churchman is a wonderful woman who has been a source of support and comfort to so many at their time of greatest time of need”, said Freeholder President Watson.  “Edith, her parents, and her grandparents before them, have made Churchman Funeral Home a mainstay of our community for more than a century”, said continued, “and Edith is the best proof that someone can be not only an accomplished and successful businesswoman, but a compassionate and highly respected one as well.”

(3)

Marilyn M. “Penny” Joseph is the Director of Corporate Outreach Programs at Panasonic Corporation of NA in Secaucus, NJ, where she has been directly involved in donating millions of dollars to hundreds of not-for-profit organizations.  She joined the company in 1989 as an Assistant General Manager in the Government and Public Affairs Department and was instrumental in the corporation’s nationwide efforts to recruit and retain minorities and women in order to enhance workforce diversity.  Previously, she was employed in various positions for the City of Newark.  She serves on the boards of several community-based organizations and has been the recipient of numerous awards for her community involvement and commitment to education.  Ms. Joseph is a graduate of Spelman College in Atlanta, Georgia, a member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., and currently resides in East Orange.
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Freeholder Carol Clark spoke glowingly of her honoree, “Penny” Joseph, acknowledging her rise in the corporate world to a position of great importance.  “Penny broke through the glass ceiling with vigor”, she said, “and earned the daunting responsibility for determining which community-based organizations will be awarded millions of dollars in grants from the Panasonic Corporation of North America.”  She went on to say, “Penny is more than capable of shouldering that responsibility and it is through her decisions that so many people in our communities are helped in so many ways.”
(4)

The Honorable Sheila Y. Oliver of East Orange took the oath of office as New Jersey’s 169th Assembly Speaker on January 12, 2010, becoming the first African-American woman to lead a legislative house in the state, and only the second African-American woman to lead a legislative house anywhere in the country.  She is currently serving her fourth term in the General Assembly representing the 34th Legislative District, where she has sponsored legislation to protect families, the mentally ill, incarcerated and low-income residents.  She also served on the Essex County Board of Chosen Freeholders from 1996-1999.  Assemblywoman Oliver earned her BA degree in Sociology from Lincoln University, and an MS degree in Community Organization, Planning and Administration from Columbia University.
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While introducing her honoree, Freeholder Patricia Sebold praised her one-time Freeholder colleague, Assembly Speaker Sheila Y. Oliver, for rising to the pinnacle of respect and responsibility as Speaker of the General Assembly, “…and for her commitment to speaking out for those whose voices are rarely heard.”   In her remarks, Ms. Oliver spoke of the importance of electing women to political office where their compassionate perspective in dealing with political and social issues is so critical during times of financial crisis.

(5)
Rosemary Paynter is the proprietor of her own business, Meeting & More, LLC, specializing as an Independent Meeting Planner for domestic and international meetings, utilizing experience she gained during her 25-year career with Novartis Pharmaceuticals (formerly CIBA-GIEGY/Sandoz).  She is a certified EMT and has been a volunteer with the Millburn-Short Hills First Aid Squad for over 30 years, where she has served as President, Secretary and Committee Chair.  She has also volunteered as an EMT Certification Instructor for the State of New Jersey for more than 20 years.  Ms. Paynter is a graduate of Marymount College and earned a Certificate in Meeting Conference and Event Management from NYU.  She resides in Short Hills, is the proud mother of four children, and the grandmother of ten.
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Freeholder Linda Lordi Cavanaugh spoke about the importance of “…recognizing those outstanding women in our communities who contribute so much but who, because they maintain a low profile, are too often unsung.”  “Ro Paynter”, she said, “is one of those women.”  During her remarks, Ms. Paynter encouraged women and men alike to volunteer their time, saying, “Not only will you contribute to the well-being of others, but you will benefit so much yourself, both physically and mentally, from the satisfaction of having acted selflessly.”

(6)
During the program, musical entertainment was provided by Kathy Brown of Montclair, Research Assistant for the Board of Freeholders, and Latavia Israel of Newark, a student at Kean University.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

For Additional Information:

Gary Kroessig, Public Information

Essex County Board of Chosen Freeholders

973-621-4452 (phone) 973-621-5696 (fax)

gkroessig@freeholders.essexcountynj.org
Pictured above (from left to right) are: Edith C. Churchman, Freeholder President Blonnie R. Watson, Rosemary “Ro” Paynter, Freeholder Linda Lordi Cavanaugh, Marilyn M. “Penny” Joseph, Freeholder Carol Y. Clark, Assembly Speaker Sheila Y. Oliver and Freeholder Patricia Sebold. (Photo by Glen Frieson)





Freeholder President Blonnie R. Watson (left) presents the Board’s award to Dr. Edith Churchman during the Board’s Women’s History Month Celebration held at the Hall of Records in Newark. (Photo by Glen Frieson)





Freeholder Carol Y. Clark (left) presents the Board’s award to Marilyn “Penny” Joseph during the Board’s Women’s History Month Celebration held at the Hall of Records in Newark. (Photo by Glen Frieson)





Assembly Speaker Sheila Y. Oliver of East Orange (left) was presented with her award by Freeholder Patricia Sebold of Livingston. (Photo by Glen Frieson)





Rosemary “Ro” Paynter of Short Hills (left) accepts her award from Freeholder Linda Lordi Cavanaugh of West Orange during the Board’s Women’s History Month Celebration. (Photo by Glen Frieson)








