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Workforce Investment Board/ One Stop Committee
Meeting Minutes

From
Dec. 11 2012
McCloone’s Boathouse
West Orange NJ 07052
Attendees:    
Mary Alexander, Barbara Anelle, Balboza, Regina, Anroine Boyd, Nicole Broadnax, Maurice Brown, Joyce Bryant, Kevin Butler, Apryl Caldwell, Mitra Choundhury, Brian Coleman, Deborah Collins, Evanthia Corrado, Melissa Corlean, Thomas Eastwick, Dorothy Edgerton, Pius Essandoh,  Nancy Fisher, Eric Freedman, Cynthia Gardner, Ken Garrett, Vann Holland, Alicia Holman,   Jacquelyn Johnson, Laurie Kenselar, Amy Livingston Clark, Barbara Lozaw, Raoul Medina, Wendy Melendez, Nick Messina, Nicole Middleton, Betty Mirda, Louis Monaco, Julius Montford, Dom Moseley, Morris Murray, Amanze Okere, Sam Okparaeke, Lillian Pichardo, Janine Schaeffer, Joe Siegel, Cathy Spagauolo, Arlene Steinbacher, John Subbie, Bhavna Tailor, Shelton Thurman, Sheridan Tortoriella, David Weiner, Howard Weiss, Victor White
Welcome and Opening Remarks: Sam Okparaeke
Sam thanked the WIB members and One Stop partners for their participation this past year and wished everyone a happy holiday. He stated that while progress has been made we have a lot still to accomplish in 2013 for the certification. He also thanked everyone involved in the current NEG (Sandy) grant for their hard work in getting it up and running so quickly. 
 DEDTE Report

Arlene Steinbacher, Director, thanked her staff for their hard work and stated that they had requested $1.7 Million for the NEG grant in order to hire 105 individuals to help clean up debris after the hurricane. They actually received less than that, but are working to spend the full $1.7 Million. They have already requested more funds as there are more individuals that can be put to work in the municipalities. 

Welfare Committee Report
David Weiner stated that just last week the Welfare to Work Committee met to reorganize,  redesigned our mission statement, review procedures for vendor evaluation before awarding of the contract, and develop a document to quantify how well the goals are being met.  The committee also discussed additional information that they need from the Department in order to review performance. David intends a very serious evaluation of the Welfare to Work program and asked for volunteers to be on the committee. Also discussed, were some changes that will be taking place in the Welfare to Work system which include clients needing to wait 28 days and do a job activity before they can get assistance. If they don’t comply they would need to wait an additional 30 days before GA can be rendered. Also, offices from 50 S. Clinton will be moving the single male population to the Rector Street location, which should alleviate some of the crowding at 50 S. Clinton, though it might present additional problems at Rector Street. 
One Stop Committee Report

Howard Weiss thanked everyone and stated that he appreciates everyone attending the One Stop meetings which have been held monthly for the past seven (7) years. Also, he appreciates the continued cooperation in reporting information on the One Stop Report. Howard stated that the latest report is available at the back table for pick up.
Literacy Committee Report
Nancy Fisher stated that unfortunately due to hurricane Sandy, the visit by the Deputy Commissioner had to be postponed. As far as the GED is concerned, Pearson Vue will probably be offered as the GED test and three others tests are being considered, but no decision has been made.  The timeline now for integrating a completely computerized test has been extended to 5-10 years. The State has preliminarily awarded the literacy grant to Essex County College and JVS.                                                               

Sam advised everyone to pick up copies of the WIB and One – Stop 2013 schedules.  
Meeting Date

The next WIB meeting date is Tuesday, March 19, 2013
The next One Stop meeting date is Friday, January 18, 2013
Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully Submitted by,

Janine Schaeffer
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