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Workforce Investment Board

Meeting Minutes

From
July 31, 2012
Essex County College, Training Inc.

303 University Avenue

Newark, NJ 07102

Attendees:    
Chester Banks, Reginia Barboza, Maurice Brown, Nicole Broadnax, Sharon Butler, Mitra Choundhury, Arthur Cifelli, Deborah Collins, Evanthia Corrado, Thomas Eastwick, Dorothy Edgerton,  Nancy Fisher, Ken Garrett, Amir Hashemi, Gregory Hawkins, Jacquelyn Johnson, Barbara Lozaw, Jorge Marinez, Jorge Martinez,Wendy Melendez, Louis Monaco, Morris Murray, Arthur Nunnally, Amanze Okere, Sam Okparaeke,  Janine Schaeffer, Arlene Steinbacher, Shelton Thurman, Margaret Tyson, Howard Weiss, David Weiner
Welcome and Opening Remarks: Sam Okparaeke
Sam stated that we took the liberty of assigning WIB members to committees. If you would like to make a change please tell us at the end of today’s meeting.  There are five committees and we would like everyone to make a concerted effort to attend the committee meetings. 
DEDTE Report

Arlene Steinbacher reported that the NJ Dept of Labor and Workforce Development sent out late allocations and the County just received notification of their allotment. The budget insertion will be going before the Freeholders tomorrow night. Currently, the proposals for the RFP are being reviewed. The DFD budget has been cut. The County will be collaborating with the Newark One-Stop more closely.
The Dept of Labor came out with a new formula for distributing funds which caused Essex County to receive less than in the past. In the past, funding was based on case load, now it is based partly on case load, partly on spending, and partly on a “magic number”. 
The Learning Link funding was cut by 60% so in order to keep the Link intact they will keep the Bloomfield office and shift the funding for East Orange in order to handle more TANF & GA clients. David Weiner stated that his understanding is that the change in funding reflects the administrative side rather than the legislative side and Arlene agreed. 
Welfare Report
Sharon Butler stated that right now there are about five hundred (500) people that will be losing their extended benefits by the end of the year. The state of Pennsylvania has terminated their GA program and right now we don’t know how that will affect New Jersey. 
Presentation from the East Orange Library
Nathalia Bermudez, Librarian for adult services, stated that there are many career resources available free of charge through the public library job & career Accelerator through learningexpresslibrary.com, and njworks.org with funding made available by the NJ State Library. There is an entire computer lab available to people to use these resources. There is no assumption of skills and therefore the library offers a course called “mouse clinic” to help those who are not computer literate. The Library also provides people with free email addresses to help individuals apply for jobs. 
Jackie Johnson stated that she took her entire staff over to the library and she is going to incorporate the information into the resource room. There are also computers available for adults in the children’s area. 

There are on-line computer classes available as well. 

Art Cifelli postulated that the County of Essex should be an Optimum online customer & provide free WiFi at the college and One Stop.
WIB Certification

Howard Weiss stated that the State of NJ was the only state without a certification process. A certification process was developed and everyone needs to be in compliance by January 2014. One of the things that Essex needs to comply with is the WIB membership, which as of now is down eight (8) members including six (6) private members. 
Other items are that the WIB needs to approve the budget, do an annual report, maintain minutes from all meetings, have a policy for WIB member attendance, have an MOU with County Executive and partner agencies, and do an evaluation of the One-Stop. To be certified an area must also pass performance measures for WIA. We are awaiting those measures for the year that has just started. 

Literacy Committee
Nancy Fischer stated that there is still no good news to report. The GED has been sold to Pearson Vue. The problems are that it is online only, and appears to have more complicated passages, and has open ended questions. The WIA Title II programs only get $200/ pp for GED prep and the students have to remain in program for a year. The programs will have to rely on other funding to remain open as the $200/pp is inadequate. Many programs will be closing and scaling back hours. 

Wendy Melendez stated that the Jersey City test site will be closing. Because of the funding cuts La Casa has one hundred (100) people on wait list for a class that holds twenty (20). Howard stated that they are scheduling a meeting with the State in order to discuss the previously mentioned issues. 

Budget
Howard stated that for the WIB to be certified the Board needs to see a budget and approve it. The materials distributed include a proposed budget that is based on percentages for the current fiscal year that has already started. If there is a need to change the percentages we would then notify the WIB of the changes. Most of the categories are pretty straightforward. The money comes separately, which is why we presented it as percentages. The total is roughly 11 million dollars. Howard also stated that in the packet is a One Stop status Report which is a summary of the programs at the County One-Stop Career Center.  
WIB Board approved budget. 

Wendy Melendez requested a breakdown of the scores for the TABE test. 

Sam indicated that the committee schedule will be sent out shortly. 

David Weiner stated that Verizon sponsors many county events and could possibly support some of the WIB activities. 
Meeting Date

The next meeting date is Tuesday, October 16, 2012
Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully Submitted by,

Janine Schaeffer
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