[image: image1.jpg]


 [image: image2.jpg]


 

ESSEX COUNTY EXECUTIVE DIVINCENZO RECOGNIZES EMPLOYEES DURING COUNTY’S MAY TEAMWORK AWARD PROGRAM
Newark, NJ – Essex County Executive Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr. presented the monthly Essex County Teamwork Awards for May to three Essex County employees and a student from the Essex County Vocational Technical School District. Teamwork Awards recognize employees for their hard work, dedication and willingness to provide quality service and highlights student achievement.  The County Executive also presented the ECVTS – Newark Tech Girl’s Basketball Team with the 2015 Sports Achievement Award for an outstanding 2015 season.

Stephani Luzuriaga, a student in the Culinary Arts Program at the Essex County Vocational Technical Schools’ West Caldwell Campus exhibits many qualities that have contributed to her success over the years; consideration of others, commitment to any given task and classroom participation. Her strong work ethic has gained her recognition as student of the month, membership in the National Honor Society and a place on the Principal’s Honor Roll for the past two years.  Her interpersonal skills, courteous manner and natural leadership qualities have earned her respect and appreciation from both teachers and peers.  Stephani demonstrates and tests her abilities by participating in the Skills USA organization and the ProStart Management Culinary competition.  She uses those skills as well in her volunteer work, serving breakfast at a community nursing home.   Deeply devoted to her studies, there is no doubt that she will continue to hone her skills for a successful career in the world of culinary arts.  
Inell Shorts, a receptionist in the Essex County Prosecutor’s Office, evidently is a believer in long-term employment.  Twenty-one years ago, she joined the Office of the Essex County Prosecutor in the Record Room Unit, soon transferring to the Central Judicial Processing Unit.   Asked to serve as the Unit’s Receptionist on a temporary basis, her friendly demeanor and proficiency in supporting the needs of the staff kept her in the spot for more than 12 years.  Prior to joining the Essex County team, she worked for the United States Post Office for 27 years, 23 of them as a member of the Postal Inspector’s Office.   Outside the office, she lives a busy life, with 4 children, 10 grands, 2 great-grands and one great-great-grandchild!  She has also been a faithful member of the New Eden Baptist Church in Newark for 50 years!  
Sherita Simmons, a nine-year member of the Essex County Division of Welfare, is the Supervisor of 11 staff members who handle 1,500 calls a day, bridging the gap between clients and case workers.  The newly developed, and highly responsive, Welfare Call Center is Sherita Simmons’ “baby.” Clients can now call the Center and speak directly to a worker about issues of concern, with more complicated problems referred to a Family Service Worker.  Creative, decisive, motivational and adaptable, she works hard to develop her skills and those of her staff, and is often called the Center’s “cheerleader.”  One of her proudest accomplishments is her direct involvement in penning the Division’s new Mission Statement and Guiding Principles.  Writing is Ms. Simmons’ natural skill, professional song-writer, poet, author of a book in progress, she is an adept multi-tasker, counting skating and bowling among her interests.  Proud mother of three, Stephanie, 23, Yahnai, 19 and Jace, 2, she also finds time to feed the homeless.  

Temeka Foreman joined the Office of the County Sheriff nine years ago.  A member of the Administrative Services team, she has management responsibility for 14 budgetary line items.  In her position, she reviews a host of paperwork for accuracy, proper documentation and approval, along with many other vital duties. Communication with vendors throughout the state is part of her daily activities, which she does with professionalism. An avid movie buff, Temeka also enjoys shopping, traveling, skating and sharing time with her family.
Essex County Vocational-Technical Schools–Newark Tech Girls’ Basketball Team are the NJSIAA North 2, Group 2 Basketball Champions.For the FIRST TIME EVER, the Lady Terriers Varsity Basketball team won a State Level Championship.  This win is an example of a team with heart, that through a combination of leadership, trust and hard work played at the peak of their ability. They never lost faith in their coach or each other, and with the win inspired family, friends and schoolmates.  Teamwork Rules!
From L to R: Temeka Foreman, Inell Shorts, Essex County Executive Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr., Stephani Luzuriaga and Sherita Simmons





2015 ECVTS – Newark Tech Varsity Girls’ Basket Ball Team





L TO R: Brenda Rivera, William McDaniels, Jerahmeel Newell, Essex County Executive Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr., and Sgt. Sandra Negron











