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ESSEX COUNTY EXECUTIVE DIVINCENZO RECOGNIZES EMPLOYEES DURING COUNTY’S MARCH TEAMWORK AWARD PROGRAM
Newark, NJ – Essex County Executive Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr. presented the monthly Essex County Teamwork Awards for March to four Essex County employees and a student from the Essex County Vocational Technical School District. Teamwork Awards recognize employees for their hard work, dedication and willingness to provide quality service and highlights student achievement.  


Inaya Haig-Andrews, a Senior at Essex County North 13th Street Tech, represents the student for whom High School is a life changing experience.  As her Counselor says,“she earned this award through self-awareness, determination, and a commitment to enhance her personal and academic success.”   As a Freshman, Inaya fought school rules with confrontation, until she realized that her teachers, Mr. McNanna and Dr. Jeter, would not give up her.  “They made me feel that I should want, and deserved more from myself and made me believe that, too.”  And so, her amazing transformation began.  Her grades improved, she managed the Cougar basketball team and cheerleading squad and most important of all, she became a Senior Mentor because she wanted to teach her mentees, by her own story, that even though people support you, no one can make the commitment to change, but you.  She also volunteers countless hours at ARC of Essex Center for the Disabled, sharing recreational activities with these adults, also accompanying them on trips.  Inaya received a scholarship and will attend Johnson and Wales to study Culinary Arts.  We are bursting with pride, as she should be, at her success.
Shameeka Pierce-Creamer has grown and assumed more responsibility at the Essex County Division of Senior Services over the past 13 years.  In 2001, she was a volunteer receptionist at the Division and, due to her dedication and enthusiasm, became a full-fledged member of the staff the next year.  Hired as a Senior Citizen Program Aide, she has worked in many units: four years in the Statewide Respite Unit, six years as a Supervisor in Special Transportation and currently the lead staff member of the Division’s Information and Assistance Unit.  In each position, she learned quickly and became an integral part of the team.  This year, Ms. Pierce-Creamer, with her self-taught computer skills, played a major role in submitting the Annual Area Plan Grant electronically. Since that is the $7 million grant that funds our County programs, the accuracy and timely delivery was of major importance.  Her work illustrates how she is continually Putting Essex County Seniors First.  
Brett Boon has been a teacher of Culinary Arts at the North 13th Street Campus of the Essex County Vocational-Technical Schools for over 10 years, teaching inclusive classes of regular and special needs students.  A graduate of the Culinary Institute of America, Johnson and Wales University and with a Master’s from Fairleigh Dickinson University, his abilities were recognized when he received the 2015 Prostart Educator of Excellence Award, the NJ Culinary Teacher of the Year award.   Prostart is a two-year educational program that builds job skills in students, many of whom might be considered “at risk” for the food service industry.  Nominated by the NJ Restaurant Education Foundation, as well as by one of his students, he stood out for his “passion and dedication.”   Not only did he attend every Professional Development Session, but he sent his students to the NJ Prostart Competition and Soft Skills Seminars throughout the year.  His commitment to teaching reminds us of the Prostart mission, to help NJ’s children rise up through education and opportunities.  
Kenneth Edler, Maintenance Supervisor, Grounds, in the Essex County Department of Parks, has been with the County for 27 years.  His duties include landscaping, planting of shrubs, trees and flowers, along with general maintenance.  Michael Nugent, Maintenance Worker 1, Grounds, has been with the Essex County Parks Department for almost 20 years. He is responsible for the care and maintenance of parks throughout Essex, including landscaping and planting of shrubs, trees and flowers, along with general maintenance.  Their prime function during the holiday season, is done in partnership ~ for they are the Holiday Decorating Genies, dressing all parts of the county for the winter season.   Together, they installed and decorated 11 trees, Menorahs and Kenorahs from the Historic Courthouse Rotunda to Kip’s Castle.  They are always willing to pitch in and help co-workers, seeking new ways to solve old problems and working whenever, without complaint.  
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