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ESSEX COUNTY EXECUTIVE DIVINCENZO RECOGNIZES EMPLOYEES DURING COUNTY’S APRIL TEAMWORK AWARD PROGRAM
Newark, NJ – Essex County Executive Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr. presented the monthly Essex County Teamwork Awards for April to three Essex County employees and a student from the Essex County Vocational Technical School District. Teamwork Awards recognize employees for their hard work, dedication and willingness to provide quality service and highlights student achievement.  



Jerahmeel Newell, a Senior who continues to excel at Essex County’s Newark Tech.  He was accepted into the Newark Tech T.E.A.L. Center and as he worked on large projects with small groups, he found his leadership skills.  He has determined that the best way for him to live a purpose-filled life is to become a neuroscientist and “develop mechanical and medicinal technology that will improve the lives of patients suffering deadly diseases and impairing disabilities.”  Jerahmeel is a very intelligent young man, touting such honors as; 2015 Valedictorian, National Honor Society member, and an SAT score of 1800.  Robotics, soccer, poetry and tutoring, along with soup kitchen volunteer activities and food and toy drives, have filled his afterschool hours.  He grew up in the suburbs of Jamaica before moving to Essex County, always knowing that there were “higher heights” to reach ~ always keeping his eyes on the prize, avoiding distraction by individuals, events or the society around him.  In fact, he says, “No matter what the future holds in the field of neuroscience, I am confident that I will not falter; instead I will overcome and meet all the demands that will be required of me.”  Jerahmeel will attend Cornell University in the fall.     
William McDaniels joined the County 15 years ago, as a Program Monitor, after 4 years in the Air Force and due to his work ethic, leadership and positive attitude, he was promoted to his current position of Monitoring and Evaluation Coordinator.  Under his leadership the Monitoring and Evaluation Unit of the Department of Economic Development, Training and Employment was recognized by New Jersey Department of Labor as one of the best in the State.  Mr. McDaniels’ unit consists of six people who monitor the Program Activities and Community Work Experience Program for Welfare to Work and the Workforce Investment Act.  They assure that the providers are compliant in all areas, from contract obligations to facility maintenance, and are providing the best experience for our clients.   Just as he approaches each new challenge with enthusiasm, he inspires his staff by setting high goals for them and encouraging them to succeed by working as a team.  They know they can rely on him, just as we do.  

Sgt. Sandra Negron is the first Hispanic female superior officer in the Essex County Department of Corrections.  She joined the Department in 1994, graduated from the Academy in 1996 and was promoted to her current rank of Sergeant in 2007.  Throughout her career, she has served in numerous capacities, learning the ins-and-outs of the Department and the facility.  In her current assignment as Supervisor of Staff Operations, a unit critical to the smooth functioning of the facility, she and her staff develop custody post assignments for every shift.  Always conducting herself with professionalism, she stands as a role model for all members of the Department, and as an inspiration to the other woman officers.  She has received several perfect attendance awards through the years, and earned this, her second teamwork award, as a recognition of her commitment to her colleagues and the responsibilities of her job.
Brenda Rivera joined the Division of Community Health as a Processing Tech in the Intoxicated Driver Resource Center eight years ago.  People who are assigned to this program call for information and an appointment, and Ms. Rivera, as the only Spanish speaker in the unit, is often inundated with calls, many from distressed individuals that must attend class to regain their license.  She is patient, kind and yet firm as she explains the process, what they need to bring and how the class is structured.  “I love my job…and I love to help people,” she says…which is the very reason she is so successful at her work.  Ms. Rivera brings passion to all she does, whether it be cooking, dancing, music, crocheting, or helping to run the IRDC.
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